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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Sir:

In accordance with the duty under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 of each
individual associated with the filing and prosecution of the
above-identified patent application (hereinafter, “associated
individuals”) to disclose all information known to that
individual to be material to patentability, Applicant(s) hereby
submits attached Form PTO-1449 (modified) listing cited
references. This submission is made in accordance with 37
C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and § 609 of the Manual of Patent
Examining Procedure.

The cited references, while believed to be of some

relevance, are not necessarily considered to teach or suggest
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any aspect of the invention described and claimed in the above-

identified patent application. Applicant(s) hereby expressly

reserves the right to swear behind the effective dates of any of

-
itd

the cited references. Applicant(s) further reserves the right
to question the relevance, materiality, and/or prior art status
of any of the cited references in whole, in part, or in
combination, subsequent to the filing of this information
disclosure statement. This information disclosure statement is
also not to be construed as a representation that a search has,
or has not, been conducted or that no better art exists.
Rather, this information disclosure statement discloses only the
best references of which the associated individuals are aware.

The Exéminer is respectfully requested to consider each of
the cited references, to indicate such consideration by
initialing in the space provided next to each cited reference on
the enclosed Form PTO-1449 (modified), to sign the initialed
Form PTO-1449 (modified), and to return a copy of the same with
the next communication to the Applicant(s).

For the convenience of the Examiner in considering the
cited references, a copy of each of the cited references is
enclosed with this communication. In considering the cited

references, it may be noted by the Examiner that certain of the

references may contain markings, underlinings, and/or other
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notations. These markings, underlinings, and/or’other notations
are not to be construed as drawing the Examiner’s attention
either to selected parts or away from other parts of the cited
references. %ny‘such markings were either present on the copies
of the cited references obtained by the associated individuals,
or were made thereon during the study of the references by the
associated individuals.

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), this information
disclosure statement is being filed (i) before the mailing date
of a final Office Action for the above-identified patent
application; or (ii) before the mailing date of a Notice of
Allowance for the above-identified patent application.

Accordingly, this information disclosure statement is

accompanied by a statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e).

STATEMENT
The undersigned hereby states under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (2)
that no item of information contained in this information
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, after
making reasonable ingquiry, no item of information contained in
this information disclosure statement was known to any

individual associated with the filing and prosecution of the
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above-identified patent application more than three months prior
to the filing of this information disclosure statement.

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with
the filing oflthis communication to Deposit Account No. 50-0206,
and please credit any excess fees to such deposit account.

Respectfully submitted,

, unton & ams LLP

By.: =a N\
Thomas E. Anderson
Registration No. 37,063

TEA/sdw

Hunton & Williams LLP

1900 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006-1109
Telephone: (202) 955-1500
Facsimile: (202) 778-2201

Date: marav\\'\ 2004
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INVENTOR’S NAME: EXAMINER:
&\ PLETOF MATERIALS CITED BY APPLICANT Jared ZERBE et al. | Tung S. Lau
) FILING DATE: GROUP:
. e several sheets if necessary) February 2, 2001 2863
MAR 1 7 2004 ‘S:é Page 1of 1
7& mape®> U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
‘;’—;‘%{“ER DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE NAME CLASS SUBCLASS FILING DATE
1. 5228042 07-13-1993 Gauthier et al.
2 6671847 12-30-2003 Chao et al.
3. 6331787 12-18-2001 Whitworth et al.
4. 5761212 06-02-1998 Foland, Jr. etal.
5. 6230022 05-08-2001 Sakoda et al.
6. 6055297 04-25-2000 Terry
1. 6650698 11-18-2003 Liau et al.
8. 6421801 07-16-2002 Maddux et al.
9. 6674998 01-06-2004 Prentice
10. 5369755 11-29-1994 Berkovich
H. 4475210 10-02-1984 Couch
12. 6606041 08-12-03 Johnson et al.
13. 6631486 10-07-2003 Komatsu et al.
1. 6154659 11-28-2000 ~ Jalali et al.
15. 6003118 12-14-1999 Chen
16. 6339387 01-15-2002 Koga
17. 5483676 01-09-1996 Mahany et al.
18. 5761216 06-02-1998 Sotome et al.
19. 6378079 04-23-2002 Mullarkey
20. 5732089 03-24-1998 Negi
21 5802073 09-01-1998 Platt
\
EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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